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Can India retrieve relations with the US, China and 
others?

New Delhi awaits President Joe Biden Administration 
while Mexico waits to see if the border walls will be 
permanent. Pyongyang is silent while Beijing wonders if 
the pace of anti-Chinese trade will remain.

It will be a great moment if “CHINA VIRUS” and “Kung 
fl u” - metaphors that were deployed by the US President to 
the excitement of the crowds at his election rallies, public 
rhetoric and strong soft diplomacy could be back in action.

Many countries are hoping that conventional diplomatic 
interactions will be the fl avour once again, in areas where the 
new president of US would like to work with China in spite 
of the Covid narrative originating from Wuhan.

Mr. Biden has made it clear that while there may be 
no senior-level visits to China will not be used to provoke 
China, but the capitalist interest of selling arms to Taiwan 
will remain.

Though the whole atmosphere will be cooled, excitement 
coming out for signs of a relationship reversal in the US 
approach may be deeply disappointed. Though the new 
president will do his best to refi ne and decrease the intensity 
of its approach, the narrative of the US against China will 
continue with the new administration pressurizing China 
against human rights issues.

President Biden has also hinted that China should be 
playing by the rules and its very simple approach and that’s 
one of the reasons Biden administration is rejoining the 
WHO (World Health Organization) and hopefully the Paris 
Climate accord.

He also hinted clearly that it’s not just dealing with the 
current pandemic but there will be many more in the pipeline 
for which the world needs to be prepared. Biden is clear 
that he should promote American interests by looking at 
opportunities to cooperate with Beijing, subject to conditions 
of fairness and reciprocal arrangements. Mr. Biden’s team 
will mark a shift in tone and there will be more continuity 

than change, the US Policy towards India where a strategic 
partnership is taking shape with the Quadrilateral Dialogue 
Grouping-India, the US, Australia and Japan featuring all 
four powers and who displayed unity in the fi rst joint naval 
exercises in November.

While the approach towards Asia will be as good as the 
last administration, some humility and confi dence will be 
bundled with the Biden regime and one must accept that 
the US still has a greater capacity and bandwidth than any 
other country to mobilise others in collective global action.

This will be a test for Biden with the world currently 
seeing an erosion of trust in US foreign policy in general 
and in Asia some hesitation over hard positions on human 
rights issues. On one side, he should deal with the deadly 
pandemic and fractured political condition with diff erences 
within the Democratic party itself. However, the foreign 
policy of “America First” will be over as America will take 
up the mantle of global leadership again.

China has been at its lowest ebb with the US relations 
since 1979 and it’s not expecting 180 degrees overnight 
but they hope that Biden will be respectful and reasonable 
compared to Trump.

They must focus on trade that is the lowest hanging 
fruit, China can start importing more farm products and 
will expect Biden to scrap tariff s imposed by Trump. China 
did for the RCEP the world’s largest trade bloc and US was 
conspicuously absent in the virtual summit in Hanoi.

But, Mr. Biden will have a lot on his plate after assuming 
the presidency in January and start with grappling with 
Covid19, healing the wounds of a racially divided America 
and has to start worrying about economic recovery.

Unless there is some basis for cooperative action between 
China and the US, the world will slide into a catastrophe 
comparable to World War 1.

We can only hope that better relations prevail under Mr 
Biden and China-India both need US equally and now the 
ball is in Mr. Biden’s court.

F O R E W O R D

Dr. Asif Iqbal
President, IETO
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FURTHER 
DEPTH IN 
INDIA-NAMIBIA 
STRONG 
RELATIONS

India’s foreign policy towards Africa has 
created a conducive environment for 
African countries to do business with 

India. IETO is committed to strengthening 
this relation especially focusing on health-
care, affordable housing, mining, and 
agriculture and shipping logistics. 

India ranks 5th as a trading partner 
for SACU countries both as an importing 
and exporting source. India is valued in 
Namibia, amongst others, for contributing 
towards the Namibian liberation.

India Namibia Trade Forum was 
launched with the idea to give more impetus 
to the relationship between both the friendly 
countries. A business delegation is been 
invited by the Namibian Government which 
will be organized by the India Namibia 
Trade Forum next year.

Remarks by the Namibian High 
Commissioner to India, “India ranks in 
the top 10 trading partners of Namibia and 
remains an important strategic partner. 
Investment from India and joint venture 
partnerships will enhance our economic 
relation” – H.E. Gabriel Pandureni Sinimbo, 
High Commissioner of Namibia to India.

During the launch event, Ms Aisha Ali 
was appointed as the Trade Commissioner 
and Mr Aniljit Singh as the Chairman. 
With their participation and involvement, 
it is expected to observe multiple relevant 
projects happening in the foreseeable future.

It was proposed to form a high power delegation to Namibia next year

Launch of INTF in New Delhi

High Commissioner of Namibia 
to India addressing the 
participants at the launch event

Ms Aisha Ali and 
Mr Aniljit Singh with the 
Namibian diplomat at 
the event
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What are your views on India 
Africa cooperation in the 
mining sector?
Many mining engineers working in 
African mining industries were from 
India. So, I believe there is a strong 
competency shearing in Africa and 
India as far as mining industries are 

School of Mines is a familiar and well-known institute in 
India producing mining engineers at the diploma level. Many 
engineers from this institution are working in Africa and other 
foreign countries worldwide. Following can be done:
•  The curriculum can be further refi ned to suit the global 

requirement, 
•  Industrial training for the students can be arranged,
•  Knowledge can be shared by African and Indian 

industrialist,
•  Classrooms and labs can be digitized,
•  Additional infrastructure may have constructed in fulfi lling 

the academic requirements.
•  Permission may be given to African students to study in 

Government-run institution in Karnataka. 
The MOU can be done between the education institution and 
African mining industries to satisfy the above mentioned 
points.
 
Do you have any plans of bringing African 
companies to Kolar?
Since the closure of the gold mine in Kolar Gold fi eld, there 
is no alternative industries that has started in this region.

What is your mission as the Trade Commissioner for 
Africa and particularly Namibia that has appointed 
you as the Mining Director?
Challenging task. Looking forward always.

What are your thoughts on 
the possible collaborations 
between India and Africa 
post-Covid 19?

COVID-19 has spread across 
the globe, exposing the fragility of 
healthcare systems, the ineffi  ciency 
of social protection frameworks, and 
the lack of economic resilience. This 

DR. MD BUKHARI MOIDU, 
TRADE COMMISSIONER - MINING AND MINERALS, 
INDIA AFRICA TRADE COUNCIL

MR. RAJESH ARYAN 
HEALTH DIRECTOR, INDIA AFRICA TRADE COUNCIL

INTERVIEW

INTERVIEW

collaboration can already be seen on the ground. For instance, 
in South Africa, the government and private sector are 
collaborating on the National Ventilator Project and also the 
use of technological solutions to fi ght against Covid-19. Both 
the governments are creating greater cooperation to ensure 
that even the most vulnerable have access to healthcare, 
especially to medicines and vaccines.

concerned, I strongly believe that African mineral wealth 
surely makes Africa number one in the world. 

Kolar has a long history of Gold since British 
times, how do you think it can help in global 
gold collaborations? What kind of initiatives you 
are planning?
The nearby eastern extension of gold reefs of KGF, 
exploration work and feasibility report were prepared by the 
Government of India and found to extract gold economically. 
Opening such deposits was a good initiative in bringing forth 
Kolar on a global level again.

Africa is a preferred investment destination 
globally, the pandemic has not affected the 
continent much and the world is looking at this 
region positively, what your plans for Africa?
Globalization is to be focused further.

There is also a mining school in Kolar, how do 
you think India can work with Africa in academic 
programs on mining?
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INTERVIEW

SHWETA ARYAN 
DIRECTOR AGRICULTURE, INDIA AFRICA TRADE COUNCIL

local food systems, and India’s poor and hungry are being 
aff ected worse than ever. Through this pandemic, it’s been 
proven that we should create a more sustainable and resilient 
agri-food system across the globe if we want to live within 
healthy and food-secure societies.

 
Do you think Africa and India are working 
enough on collaborations?

We are talking about a collaboration with an entire 
continent, there are opportunities in every aspect and yes, so 
far, India and Africa have been engaging in a mutual win-win 
partnership. Going forward, we will tap into the areas that 
can enhance their capacities and streamline benefi ts through 
collaborative endeavours, with the aim of providing better 
lives for their peoples.

 
The Namibia Agriculture University had proposed 
a centre of excellence in medicinal plants, what 
are your views on this?

It is a new beginning of an untapped market, creating a 
pathway in research and development of understanding the 
importance and need of medicinal plant and how we can use 
this research into a business development which can add to 
the country’s GDP.

How do you think India handled the Covid 
situation?

India is the second-largest populated country in the world. 
India has handled Covid better than other developed nations. 
The silver lining is that, for reasons that are yet unclear, 
COVID-19 mortality in India seems relatively low. Spreading 
awareness and lockdown has been one of the key factors in 
controlling the situation. However, our environment plays a 
bigger role here through which the government has provided 
a platform for people to get the antigen test and door to door 
Covid test has made India resilient against Covid-19.

What initiatives are you taking during Covid 
and how is it going to collaborate with African 
institutions?

Collaborating with small and medium-scale health 
industry supply has been an important initiative during this 

crisis. Helping each other in providing medicines and kits 
has been the need of the hour collaboration. 

How do you see India-Africa relations going 
forward? Do you think health collaborations will 
see new mechanisms?

India and Africa have a shared history of coming to 
each other’s aid during times of medical crises. During 
the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the 1980s, for instance, Indian 
pharmaceutical companies supplied life-saving retroviral 
drugs to African nations at a low-cost. Similarly, in the 
ongoing battle against COVID-19 pandemic, India and Africa 
cooperation shall be strengthened to allow for the exchange 
of PPEs, vaccines, and medicines, especially for the most 
vulnerable sections of the population.

What is the future of agriculture especially in the 
post-Covid era in India?

2020 will go down in history as one of the most deafening 
years that our generation has experienced. People have 
suddenly become conscious about food intake and wastage. 
COVID crisis has brought the economy to a complete 
standstill, however, the agriculture sector has risen to become 
a beacon of hope. Indian agriculture will have a new lease of 
life with reformed policies, changed mindsets and adoption 
of innovative digital tools and modern technologies.

 
How do you think people responded during the 
lockdown?

The crisis has drastically made people introspect and 
fi nd innovative methods to adapt. People have adapted to 
take the route of organic farming. India is one of the world’s 
largest food producers. The virus has disrupted global and 
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As the Director-Education, could you introduce to 
our international audience the Asian Arab Chamber 
of Commerce (AACC)?
AACCs main aim is to promote trade, investment and 

technology co-operation between Arab enterprises and their 
global counterparts. India as a developing country off ers 
several opportunities to young and dexterous enterprises to 
fi nd global markets.

The COVID-19 pandemic has stimulated innovation 
within the education sector. What is your focus on 
the online education industry post-Covid-19?
Indian online education system has been developed and 

being served with a lot of innovative modules that can help 
upgrade existing qualifi cations. The aim is to bridge the 
gap between learners, coaches, and universities through the 
medium of innovation and technology and provide aff ordable 
education for all.

How do you expect online education to improve 
during COVID-19 times?
India is digitally and technologically smart and adaptable. 

The increased usage of technology and the Internet has 
enabled people to exchange information irrespective of the 
demographics. The government has emphasised improving 
the education system as well, which is future-ready. The 
pandemic has given the opportunity to explore the potential to 
initiate reformation. Institutions are now ready to add digital 
teaching aids and taking the support of e-learning platforms. 

With the growth of aff ordable Internet connectivity, online 
courses and inclusive learning, education in India will soon 
be transformed.

India has traditionally enjoyed close and friendly 
relations with Arab countries. In your capacity as 
the Director of AACC, how do you further bridge 
the relations between India and the Arab world? 
AACC has been promoting economy and trade to establish 

India as a global centre in foreign trade for the Arab world, 
by coordinating with various nations, their missions in India, 
and connect them to investors in their countries, for bilateral 
commerce. The focus will be to catalyze conversations and 
ensure AACC emerges as a ‘go-to destination’ for the rising 
enterprises from India.

Innovation is progressively a collaborative 
endeavour, with organizations looking outside of 
their current workforce for inspiration, ideas and 
insight. How do you see Vertex Global Services 
playing a role?
Vertex works as a Business Optimization Partner and helps 

optimize business operations starting from getting the right 
people, integrating artifi cial intelligence to achieve better 
results, to the automation of manual repetitive tasks to optimize 
the return on investment. With unparalleled strategy, creative 
thinking and technology capabilities, our aim is to bring big 
thinking and novel ideas along with a practical approach to 
help the world’s largest enterprises across all spectrums.

“EDUCATION IN 
INDIA WILL SOON BE 
TRANSFORMED”
Mr Gagan Arora, the newly appointed Director-
Education of the Asian Arab Chamber of 
Commerce, discusses the evolution of the online 
education industry post-Covid-19, India’s relations 
with Arab countries and the role played by Vertex 
Global Services in strengthening the organization 
by making collaborations in the Arab World.

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

INTERVIEW
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FIC BANGALORE DIALOGUE
ELEVATING KARNATAKA’S INVESTMENT POTENTIAL

Foreign Investors Council (FIC) organised 
the launch of the FIC Karnataka Chapter 
initiated by the Indian Economic Trade 

Organization in the presence of Dy. Chief 
Minister of Karnataka, Mr Jagadish Shettar at 
the Conrad, Bangalore to forage the possibilities 
for foreign investment in the region and to assist 
the government of Karnataka to better strategize 
policies for enhancing Karnataka’s presence 
globally. 

The roundtable was attended by the Karnataka 
government headed by the Karnataka Industries 
Minister Mr Jagadish Shettar, diplomats, trade 
organizations, foreign investment advisors and 
consular corps. The key agenda was to promote 
bilateral investments and to co-operate effi  ciently 
with diff erent countries post Covid-19 with the 
new norms. Dr Asif Iqbal with the Dy Chief Minister, Mr Jagadish Shettar

Presentation during the event

In the opening address, Former 
Central Minister, Government of 
India and Chairman of FIC, Dr. S. 
Krishna Kumar (IAS) remarked, 
“Processing the latest technology, 
our affiliated offices globally, in 
conjunction with our International 
Advisory, we enable consulting in 
every facet of international trade. 
The FIC shall guide various Indian 
Private Sector Partners especially 
mid-size segments for investment 
in the rural parts of the state.”   

The Chief Guest of the event, 
Minister of Large and Medium Scale 
Industries, Govt. of Karnataka, Mr 
Jagadish Shettar, who has the charge 
of the Karnataka, said, despite 
Covid-19 lockdown, Karnataka is 
expected to generate 65,459 direct 
employment opportunities as the 
state has attracted investments 
worth Rs 31,676.57 crore in the last 
fi ve months.”

Japanese Consul General in Bangalore, IETO President and Mr Jagadish Shettar
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FIC Offi cial Spokesperson, Mr Mohit Srivastava 
addressing the event

The President of the Indian Economic Trade 
Organization (IETO), Dr Asif Iqbal highlighted 
investment opportunities in the various districts 
like Koppal, Tumkur and KGF. “Looking at 
the current Covid-19 scenario, the key vision 
is to improve the economic situation with a 
targeted action plan which should be accurately 
monitored by experts of each sector. India has 
full potential to expand export market where 

FIC provides a single interface on socio-
economic activities for its development and 
also co-ordinate investment in diff erent states 
across all potential sectors through its various 
missions,” he added.

Mr. Rao Munukutla, CEO, Bangalore 
Airport City Limited and also one of the 
advisory of the FIC, mentioned the opportunities 
around the ecosystem at the Bangalore Airport. 
He pledged support in developing ecosystems 
for the airports in Karnataka especially the new 
greenfi eld airports proposed by the Government 
of India.

The offi  cial Spokesperson of FIC, Mr Mohit 
Srivastava said that Foreign Investors Council 
is a non for profi t organization with directors 
from different domain experts, a coalition 
of private and civil societies for deliberate 
investment advisory and honorary directors. 
The FIC is headquartered at the World Trade 
Centre, Malleswaram, Bengaluru, India. FIC 
acts as a Think Tank established by the support 
of various sectors/region stakeholders from 
diff erent countries of the globe for expanding 
investment opportunities by creating awareness 
on the business environment with updated 
investment regulations, laws and policies state 
wise.
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ESTABLISHMENT 
OF INDIA ZIMBABWE 
TRADE FORUM

Discussions held to extensively expand 
India-Zimbabwe relations with key focus 
on mining, agriculture, academia, small & 

medium scale enterprises, cultural and Bollywood 
connect. During the discussions with the diplomats 
from Zimbabwe and India, it was proposed to create 
a specifi c board which can consider expanding 
trade relations between both the countries. 

India and Zimbabwe have a long history of 
close and cordial relations. During the era of 
the Munhumutapa Kingdom, Indian merchants 
established strong links with Zimbabwe, trading 
in textiles, minerals and metals. India has been an 
important partner for Zimbabwe. 

India is involved in human resource development 
and capacity building efforts in Zimbabwe. 
India provides ITEC and ICCR scholarships to 
Zimbabwean citizens. India gave assistance of 
50,000 tonnes of rice in 2003 when Zimbabwe 
experienced a severe drought. Another similar 
assistance of 500 tonnes of rice was given on March 
23, 2015. India granted US$5 million for promoting 
SMEs (Indo-Zimbabwe Technology Centre) in 
Zimbabwe, a project inaugurated by President 
Robert Mugabe on August 4, 2008. The fi nal phase 
of the project completed in February 2013. India 
set up three ‘Hole-In-The-Wall’ computer learning 
stations in 2012. India is in the process of setting 
up a Vocational Training Center (under IAFS-I) 
and a Food Testing Laboratory (FTL) and a Rural 
Technology Park (RTP) under IAFS-II under the 
aid budget. There has been no movement forward 
in the case of FTL and RTP. Besides, under GOI 
Line of Credit (LOC) worth US$28.6 million 
upgradation of Deka Pumping Station and River 
Water Intake System is in progress. An additional 
LOC of US$19 million has been extended for this 
project. Another LOC Agreement worth US$87 

As a result, IETO with its African Advisory 
established the India Zimbabwe Trade Forum. 
Also, focused areas and past bilateral negotiations 
were discussed by the Ambassador of Zimbabwe in 
India, H.E. Mr Godfrey Majoni Chipare to boost ties 
followed by meeting with the Indian Ambassador to 
Zimbabwe, H.E. Mr Vijay Khanduja to understand 
the policies. 

Presenting IETO Diary to Amb Godfrey Majoni Chipare

Presented a copy of the offi cial document of India Zimbabwe Trade 
Forum to Amb. Mr Vijay Khanduja at Ministry of External Affairs
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million was signed on October 27, 2015, in New 
Delhi on the sidelines of IAFS-III between the 
Government of Zimbabwe and the EXIM Bank 
of India for renovation/upgradation of Bulawayo 
Thermal Power Plant. An additional US$ 23 million 
has been extended for this project. Under the 

Power Station, an additional US$23 million LOC 
for the rehabilitation of Bulawayo Thermal Power 
Plant and an additional US$19.5 million Line of 
Credit for Deka Pumping & River Water Intake 
System; grant for construction of Mahatma Gandhi 
Convention Centre, US$2.93 million grant for Up-
gradation of INDO-Zim Technology Centre and 
Gifting of 10 Indian made Ambulances, gifting of 
lifesaving drugs and deputation of experts in fi ve 
specialized areas

Promoting Khadi
IETO sent out consignments of Khadi face 

masks to the African continent which is made by the 
rural households, thereby, empowering Indian local 
household in line with Vocal for Local - the vision 
of the Prime Minister of India H.E. Mr Narendra 
Modi. Khadi, as per Mahatma Gandhi, was based 
on the concept of charkha or the act of spinning 
which is the symbol of non-violence.

Presented a copy 
of the offi cial 
document of 
India Zimbabwe 
Trade Forum to 
the Zimbabwe 
diplomat at the 
Embassy in New 
Delhi

IETO sent out consignments of  Khadi face 
masks to the African continent which is 
made by the rural households, thereby, 
empowering Indian local household in line 
with Vocal for Local - the vision of  the Prime 
Minister of  India H.E. Mr Narendra Modi. 

EXIM Bank of India’s Buyer’s Credit Agreement 
worth US$49.92 million, M/s. Ashok Leyland Ltd. 
supplied around 635 vehicles and spare parts to 
the Ministry of Tourism & Hospitality Industry in 
October 2015. Under a similar facility from EXIM 
Bank of India, BEML Ltd, India supplied worth 
US$13.03 million mining equipment and blast hole 
drill and spare parts to Hwange Colliery Company 
Ltd., Zimbabwe. The mining equipment was 
commissioned on June 19, 2015, by Zimbabwean 
Vice President Phelekezela Mphoko.

During the visit of Hon’ble Vice President Shri 
Venkaiah Naidu to Zimbabwe in November 2018, 
the following announcements were made: US$ 310 
million LOC for upgradation of Hwange Thermal 
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IETO 
ENGAGEMENTS IN 
KARNATAKA

IETO’s initiative of fi nalizing the International 
Yoga University jointly with FIC, last year, 
aims to bring more impetus to India’s Global 

Yoga Mission. Koppal District already attracts 
huge tourists in this regard and is a suitable place 
for setting up of this University. 

In a statement by IETO President, Dr Asif 
Iqbal said, “We are glad to fi nalise plans for the 
International Yoga University that the Union 
government had been contemplating to setup in 
Koppal District. This is initiated by the Member 
of Parliament, Karadi Sanganna and members of 
Foreign Investors Council.” 

IETO delegation also undertook an exploration 
tour to Chitradurga at the invitation by a leading 
pontiff  where major  foreign collaborations for the 
district were discussed. 

Also, a round table was held to discuss 
collaborations in Bangalore, leading to the 
commencement of the Agritech project at the 
Bangalore International Airport with the FIC and 
IETO team in collaboration with Japanese scientists 
held in Bangalore in November, this year.
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IETO President 
Dr. Asif Iqbal 

presenting Africa 
Presentation copy 

to Secretary ER, 
Mr Rahul Chhabra 

along with IETO 
Director, Mr Mohit 

Srivastava and FIC 
Director, Mr Syed 

Adnan

IETO President 
Dr. Asif Iqbal 

presenting Africa 
Presentation 

copy to Additional 
Secretary (Africa), 

Ms Nagma M. 
Mallick along with 
IETO Director, Mr 
Mohit Srivastava 

and Under 
Secretary, East & 

Southern Africa 
Division, MEA, Dr. 

Prakash Shelat

IETO ACTIVITIES 
ENGAGEMENTS THAT MATTERS THE MOST

Indian Economic Trade Organization (IETO) 
is heading with a mission to strengthen India’s 
foreign relations and expanding  its trade ties. 

IETO’s representation has been in line with the 
foreign policy of New Delhi – making way for 
Indian businesses to fl ourish in the International 
market.   

In an interaction with Mr Rahul Chhabra, 
Secretary (Economic Relations), Ministry of 
External Aff airs, who also looks after India-Africa 
relationship, discussions were held to further 
explore India’s economic strategy and to conduct 
related activities in the foreseeable future. Mr 

Chhabra showed immense interest and extended 
warm regards towards IETO’s engagements.

Understanding the strategic plan to further expand 
India’s trade ties with Africa, the meeting was held 
with the Additional Secretary (Africa), MEA, Ms 
Nagma M. Mallick to brief her about the present 
outcomes and developments made by IETO in regard 
to the India-Africa ties where the idea to establish 
‘India Africa Trade Council’ was put forward. Ms 
Mallick extended her support to further strengthen 
IETO eff orts. She holds very impressive knowledge 
of the region, and expressed the collaborative action 
plan for the upcoming activities. 
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With the Minister of Chemicals 
and Fertilizers, Government 
of India, Mr D.V Sadananda 
Gowda, discussions were held 
on expanding pharmaceutical and 
agricultural export especially in 
the African and LAC region. 

Mr Gowda showed interest 
to seek Foreign Investors 
Council‘s advisory to brainstorm 
investment ideas. India has a 
potential of reaching USD 70 
billion in an aggressive growth 
scenar io .  Fur thermore ,  i t 
was proposed to establish an 
international pharmaceutical 
board for Indian stakeholders for 
the better enhancement of Indian 
industrialists. 

The state of Madhya Pradesh 
holds a significant geographic 
location at the centre of the Indian 
sub-continent. The culturally rich 
state has way much to off er; hence, 
to initiate more understanding, 
IETO representation met with the 
Member of Parliament of Guna 
Constituency (Madhya Pradesh) 
Mr. Krishna Pal Yadav to extend 
foreign collaborations in organic 
farming and globalizing Madhya 
Pradesh’s cultural highlights.

(Left to Right) Mr Mohit 
Srivastava, IETO Director; 
Mr Gaurav Gupta, 
IATC Director; Mr D.V 
Sadananda Gowda, 
Minister for Chemicals, 
GoI; Dr Asif Iqbal, IETO 
President; Mr Syed 
Adnan, FIC Director.

Dr. Asif Iqbal 
presenting the FIC 
presentation to the 
Minister

Presenting the 
presentation of 
Foreign Investors 
Council to Mr Yadav. 
(Left to Right) Mr 
Mohit Srivastava, 
IETO Director; Dr Asif 
Iqbal, IETO President 
and Guna MP Mr 
Krishna Pal Yadav
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In a meeting with the trade representative from the High 
Commission of Ghana in New Delhi, it was discussed to 

create a special business zone in Ghana for Indian businesses 
especially small scale players. Setting up of hospitals and 
taking higher medical technology to Ghana was another 
piece of advice from the Ghanaian offi  cials. Furthermore, it 
was mutually agreed to establish a Center of Excellence by 
IETO’s Africa board for food processing, IT and agriculture 
industries.

Ms. Josephine Ntyam Andeme, Charge d’ Aff airs of 
Gabon to India discussed trade related issues and especially 
to set up a Furniture Corridor between India and Gabon. It 
was mutually agreed upon to expand trade as well to have a 
balanced approach. Collaborations with Bollywood and other 
Indian fi lm industries form an important area. Hardwood 
from Gabon has a very elite quality and could be an element 
to consider upon. 

DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS WITH
AFRICAN DIPLOMATS IN INDIA

IETO Delegation with the diplomats of Ghana at the 
High Commission in New Delhi

IETO Delegation with the diplomats of Gabon at the embassy in New Delhi
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Meeting to explore more on 
India-Ethiopia trade was held at the 
Ethiopian Embassy in New Delhi 
where the diplomats showed keen 
interest to expand trade especially in 
the medical sector. A big delegation 
of doctors from India would soon 
take the route to Ethiopia. Further, 
exploration to expand product trade 
and other investment opportunities 
were discussed.

It was also proposed to conduct 
a special India-Ethiopia Business 
Webinar in the month of December 
with trade representation from other 
sides. 

IETO Delegation with the diplomats of Ethiopia at the embassy in New Delhi

IETO Delegation 
with the diplomats 
of Zambia at the 
High Commission 
in New Delhi

IETO delegation 
with the 
diplomats of 
Malawi at the 
High Commission 
in New Delhi

Discussion with the Zambian 
High Commissioner to India, 
H.E Judith Kasashi Kangoma 
Kapijimpanga concluded with a 
plan to expand trade and medical 
collaboration between Zambia 
and India. Both the countries 
enjoy a healthy relationship and 
hence to expand skill development 
and technological innovation 
would further enhance both ties.

M e e t i n g  t h e  H i g h 
Commissioner of Malawi in India, 
H.E. Mr. George C. Mkondiwa 
was initiated to understand the 
possibilities of further expansion. 
High Commissioner George C. 
Mkondiwa showed his interest to 
take Indian medical technology to 
his country.
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IETO Delegation with the diplomats of Kazakhstan at the embassy in New Delhi

Discussed to open Kazakh restaurant in Bangalore 
with Kazakh cultural theme

A delegation from Bangalore visited the Embassy of 
Kazakhstan in New Delhi. In the meeting with the 

Kazakh Ambassador to India, H.E. Yerlan Alimbayev, it 
was discussed to establish India Kazakh Trade Council 
and to further explore business opportunities between both 
the countries. Kazakhstan is already India’s largest trading 
partner in Central Asia. It was discussed to take a business 
delegation, next year, especially in the health, pharmaceutical, 
agricultural, food processing and IT businesses from India.

Amb. Alimbayev also expressed his views to further 
expand the student exchange programme and develop ties 
in cultural collaboration. It was further proposed to shoot 
a South Indian fi lm in Kazakhstan by a fi lm producer from 
Bangalore during the meeting to enhance cross-cultural ties. 
IETO president Dr. Asif Iqbal also extended an invitation to 
establish a Kazakh restaurant in Karnataka.

A meeting was held with the Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan 
H.E. Mr. Asein Isaev where it was decided to conduct 
an India Krygstan Economic Forum in a virtual format 
to understand better relations for trade between the two 
countries. Kyrgyzstan also being a part of the Eurasian region 
and now in the SCO, it is a good collaboration for India to 
understand the commercial needs and strengthen the bilateral 
relations. They also discussed the 5-year roadmap created 
for this purpose between the two nations. India is likely to 

A STEP TOWARDS CENTRAL ASIA

extend a $100 million line of credit to Kyrgyzstan to enable 
the transfer of defence equipment. They also discussed having 
a south Indian delegation of companies that is working on 
the blockchain technology in hydrocarbons from Kyrgyzstan.
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INTERACTION WITH 
THE LAOS AMBASSADOR IN NEW DELHI

MOU SIGNING CEREMONY OF THE 
JAPANESE AMUSEMENT PARK

With the Ambassador of Lao to 
India, H.E. Mr. Bounneme 

Chouanghom at the Embassy in 
New Delhi, it wa discussed to 
open sticky rice production in 
Karnataka and to expand pharma 
collaboration, production of 
electrical instruments and skill 
development programs for Laos 
was initiated. It was also proposed 
by the IETO President, Dr. Asif 
Iqbal to collaborate for the creation 
of the International Airport in Laos.

The Foreign Investors Council organised the MOU 
signing ceremony of the Japanese Amusement Park 

called MR PARK. This is the fi rst of its kind Japanese 
Park with technologies coming from various leading 
Japanese companies and will be the leading hub for 
entertainment. India’s fi rst Augmented reality park with 
an investment of 680 crores in 3 phases. The project 
will start in June 2021 and will be ready for the public 
in 2026. The team from Japan was in Bangalore and the 
MOU was signed for knowledge partnership assistance 
from IETO.

MOU was signed by Dr. Parikshit Naik, Director 
IETO, IGAD Council and the Japanese side was 
represented by Mr. Rekha Jayaram from MR PARK.
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ESCALATING INDO-AFRO 
ECONOMIES

India Africa Economic Forum was conducted virtually 
on 30th November 2020. Giving impetus to the growing 
possibilities between India and Africa, the ‘India 

Africa Trade Council’ jointly with the ‘Indian Economic 
Trade Organization’ organized this event in a virtual mode 
which was attended by representatives from the Ministry of 
External Aff airs, Government of India; African Ambassadors 
and diplomats based in New Delhi, business owners and 
industrialists. 

The Forum raised major concern over expanding trade 
and tourism between India and Africa. The Forum had four 
enriching sessions with a set of diverse panelists from around 
the world who joined together to discuss building up the much 
robust Africa-India ties. 

Important Announcements 
1.  Development of  VIP Airport Development in Zimbabwe 

and Smart Cities in African Countries by CEO - Bangalore 
Airport City Limited, Mr Rao Munukutla

2.  Establishment of Mahatma Gandhi Furniture Corridor 
between India and Gabon jointly by IATC and Embassy 
of Gabon in India 

3.  “Khelo India, Khelo Africa” project for extending fi t 
Africa movement by IETO 

4.  Establishing Tunisian Indian Centre for Innovation by 
Dean, Faculty of Law & Economics, Prof. Boutheina 
Regaieg

5.  India Africa Pharma and Agro Medicine Association by 
Director, BRK Consulting Academy, Chennai-India Mr 
B. Ramakrishnan
The inaugural session which focused on the overall 

development aspect was opened with the remarks of the 

President of Indian Economic Trade Organization, Dr Asif 
Iqbal, “This is the right time to reshape this relation as we 
move ahead to a diff erent scenario which has more to off er 
to our two sub continents. The collaboration between these 
two historic partners would result in a powerful association 
of tomorrow,” asserted Dr Asif Iqbal.

Ambassador of Zimbabwe in India, H.E. Mr Godfrey 
Majoni Chipare mentioned in his note, “Our relationship is 
deeply rooted and have shared common values including the 
respect for the sovereignty for each other and our cultural 
diversities. We are keen on promoting global justice and 
sustainable prosperity economically through mutual linkages. 
Zimbabwe has good business opportunities in areas from 
Education, Mining, Mineral bifurcation, Infrastructure, 
Agriculture, Tourism, Agro-Processing amongst others”. 
After which the Charge d’Aff aires of Gabon to India, Ms 
Josephine Patricia NTYAM-EHYA remarked, “It is been 
mutually agreed upon to establish Mahatma Gandhi Furniture 
Corridor between India and Gabon where we combine the 
Indian Skill-set and African Natural resources from Gabon 
and bring value added services to the market. I am also 
looking forward to the Indian Government establishing Indian 
Embassy in Gabon. 

While former Indian Ambassador, Mr Anil Trigunayat 
said, “India and Africa have an umbilical relationship, 
despite B2B connect, in presence of present and successful 
Indian diaspora on the continent after the emancipation of 
African countries from colonialism”. Senior Advisor with 
Government of Sweden, Ms Lena Backer added, “In next 30 
years, Africa will grow from 1.3 to 2.5 billion in habitat and 
that by 2050, every 3rd person on the planet will live in Africa. 

The second session themed ‘Revitalizing India Africa 
Economic Growth’ was 
initiated by Professor 
B o u t h e i n a  R e g a i e g , 
D e a n ,  F a c u l t y  o f 
L a w  &  E c o n o m i c s , 
Jendouba from Tunisia. 
“India and Tunisia can 
maintain strong relations 
in the education sector 
and hence establishing 
Tunisian Indian Centre 
f o r  I n n o v a t i o n  i s 
important. We need Indian 
collaboration in Computer 
and Digital Technology. 
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India and Tunisia can calibrate in the following sectors: 
Healthcare, Pharmaceuticals, Information Technology, 
Agro-food Processing, Agriculture, Technology, Research, 
Telecom, Transport, Marketing Infrastructure,” said Professor 
Boutheina Regaieg.

Former Federal Minister, Government of India, Dr. S. 
Krishnakumar (IAS Retd.) asserted, “200 big joint ventures 
and enterprises connected with India are already in Africa and 
they have to be multiplied manifold. India has also successful 
experiences in rural development, empowerment of women 
such as the Self-Help Groups, PMs Rural Banking Revolution 
which can be implemented in Africa as well.”

However, the third session had a discussion around India-
COMESA trade relations, where the Minister Counsellor, 
Embassy of Ethiopia in India, Mr. Demesew Kebede Tekle 
mentioned, “Ethiopian Government is restructuring the 
custom tariff s in order to rationalise national opportunities. 
The Ethiopian Government has introduced low duties on 
raw materials and semi-fi nished products. According to 
projections, India Africa trade could double by 2021, if 
appropriate steps are taken by sovereign and corporate 
entities to raise the full benefi t of the growth of the two trade 
partners.”

The fourth session focussed on Travel, Tourism & 
Trade, where Director, Diplomatic Aff airs, IATC, Mr Mohit 
Srivastava asserted, “COVID has created an economic 
imbalance in the world where international trade is witnessing 
a sharp decline disrupting the economic activity. Tourism 
and trade has deep roots in the national economy reducing 
economic and employment benefi t related to services aff ecting 
agriculture, thereby promoting dynamic diversifi cation and 
strengthening countries’ economies.”

Adding to the discussion, the Traffic & Sales Head, 
Ethiopian Airlines - India, Mr Kirubel Shitahun said, “Safety 
and Hygiene will be the New Normal post-COVID and we 
are looking forward to more innovations to gear up the travel 
and tourism industry. We are operating with full precaution 
and ready to expand fl ights to bring Africa and India closer.” 
The Founder & CEO of MYPPE Wellness Services Private 
Limited, Mr Kavin Kumar Kandasamy said, “We have 
been providing protective gears and a lot of other safety 
and wellness equipments to the hospitality sector, corporate 
offi  ces and institutions to help people engage in the New 
Normal which will be well suited for Africa.” 

Mr Nrupesh Soni, Founder, Namibia Travel and Tourism 
Forum, Windhoek-Namibia, in his remarks mentioned that 

there are no direct flights for Southern 
Africa for more than 15 countries to India. 
Also, digitisation is the right way to look 
at opportunities in Africa. While Director-
Culture & Tourism, IATC, Mr Gaurav 
Gupta said, “It is important to step up in a 
new manner now to engage better in trade 
and tourism. It is very likely to see the 
future in India-Africa terms, with already 
existing strong relations and working on 
the voids the coming days will witness the 
Indo-Afro story much robustly.”

About India Africa Trade Council 
(IATC)

The IATC is a premier organization of 
companies and businesses from 52 African nations jointly 
operating with the Indian Economic Trade Organization. It 
is an organization which is being run by a consortium of 
national and international organizations under the guidance 
of an eminent board of senior bureaucrats, professionals 
and industrialists globally. It provides a dynamic forum 
for exchange of critical technological knowledge and 
approaches relevant to economic and business endeavour 
of high importance. At IATC, we have discussions around 
key focus areas like growth of MSME’s, procurement of 
technologies, capital investment programs, import export 
opportunities, education, healthcare, R&D programs and 
cultural exchange.

President, Qualimedicina, Bologna Italy, Prof Franco 
Naccarella said, “Economic ventures between India and 
Europe especially in the Green Economy and Energy Sector 
is of importance. Setting an India Silk Way/ Silk Road to 
Europe and Africa is an important way of communication 
between us. The Adriatic Sea is a common sea between Africa 
and Countries in Europe but is a common sea also for India 
for goods coming through this canal”. While Director, BRK 
Consulting Academy, Chennai-India Mr B. Ramakrishnan, 
remarked, “Indian Education System has been accredited as 
an outstanding system globally which could be benefi cial for 
the African region. India and Africa have huge forest reserves 
which can enhance corporation in agro and pharmaceutical 
sectors.
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ADIÓS  TO 
THE  DEAN OF 
DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS IN 
NEW DELHI

IETO Director for International 
Cooperation, Mr Mohit Srivastava had 

a meeting with the ‘Dean of Diplomatic 
Corps in New Delhi and Ambassador 
of Dominican Republic to India, H.E. 
Hans Dannenberg Castellanos at the 
Embassy of the Dominican Republic to 
discuss possibilities for expanding trade 
relations with the Dominican Republic 
and to further understand the activities 
of diplomatic corps.

Ambassador Hans is a seasoned diplomat who 
has completed his 15 years’ tenure in India. His next 
posting is to Moscow. He is the longest-serving foreign 
ambassador in India whose tenure in India marks 
a major contribution to India’s relations with the 
Dominican Republic. Dominican Republic supported 
India for UNSC non-permanent seat in 2010 as well as 
Indian candidatures for ICJ, IMO and UNESCO in 2018 
as well as WHO and ICAO in 2019. The Dominican 
Republic has been one of the fi rst signatories of the 
Framework Agreement on International Solar Alliance.  

IETO is committed to taking a high-power business 
delegation to the Dominican Republic next year. Mr 
Srivastava extended an invitation to Ambassador Hans 
to visit India to further explore the Northeastern and 
Southern States in India. 

This was also a courtesy visit to the outgoing 
Ambassador where the Ambassador had casual 
discussions about his 15 years’ journey in India. 
Ambassador Hans said, “India has done remarkable 
development in many sectors and has also enhanced 
relations with the Latin American & Caribbean region. 
I am an admirer of the Indian culture and these years 
have been wonderful in all senses.”

Ambassador Hans also showed his enthusiasm for 
expanding India-Dominican Republic relations.

Mr Mohit Srivastava, Director IETO with Amb. H.E. Hans Dannenberg Castellanos

Mr Srivastava presented IETO yearly diary and Khadi Masks as a 
souvenir to H.E. Ambassador Hans Dannenberg Castellanos.


